Spiral computed tomography demonstration of active haemorrhage in blunt abdominal trauma.
In blunt abdominal trauma, patients may still be actively bleeding despite being physiologically stable. Fast computed tomography scanning permits the detection of active haemorrhage by localising the site of extravasation of contrast enhanced blood. Though a specific sign of active bleeding, particularly arterial haemorrhage, it is insensitive to the slow, continuous venous oozing associated with retroperitoneal and pelvic skeletal injuries. However, its presence will have a critical influence on further surgical intervention. The imaging features of this uncommon entity are demonstrated in our case report.